Tanfield Parish Council

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

DATE:                Wednesday 26 November, 2025		 
TIME:		19.00 hrs
LOCATION:	Tanfield Village Hall.
PRESENT:         Councillors Mark Hilton (Chair), Peter Hull, Judi Horner, and Anthony Mainprize (from item 7).
IN ATTENDANCE:  Alison E Carter (Clerk)
[bookmark: _Hlk197429657]PRESENT:         North Yorkshire Cllr David Webster and local resident of the Parish Simon Sterne

1. WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
           Councillor Hilton welcomed all to the meeting.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
            There were no declarations of interest or request for dispensation.

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR STATEMENTS – See below. 

4. APOLOGIES TO BE RECEIVED AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE ACCEPTED
            Apologies received from North Yorkshire Police and Brenda Raw, Chair of West Tanfield Memorial Village Hall 
            Committee.
 
5.      MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – The minutes of the meetings held on 29 October, 2025, were approved and 
            signing by the Chairman.
 
6.      ITEMS CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
6.1 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – No new applications received.
6.2 Repairs to toddler swing frame - West Tanfield Swing Park – Funding for the replacement of the toddler swing
            frame, has been received as outlined in the minute of the Parish Council meeting dated 29 October, 2025. The 
            donation of £500 from the Locality Funds, has also been received.  The request for the replacement of the swing
            frame has now been placed with Streetscape Products and Services Ltd.
6.3 Vehicle Activated Speed Camera – third post in Parish – The Parish Clerk shared the costs of adding a third 
            post and relevant fittings to host the VAS camera in the Parish, the post would cost in the region of £500 
            and the equipment required would be in the region of £560.  The Parish Councillors took the decision not to 
            purchase a further post. 

7.      REPORTS FROM PARISH REPRESENTATIVES
7.1  Report from North Yorkshire Police – North Yorkshire Police sent their apologies to the meeting, however a report from North Yorkshire Police was submitted in advance. The report highlighted over the months of Aug/Sept and Oct, in the parish, the following crimes were reported: two reports of anti-social behaviour, one theft reported, three reports of violence against the person, as well as one other crime. The report reminds the community that North Yorkshire Community Messaging is a free email messaging service from North Yorkshire Police and the Offices of the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner, providing news and updates on policing matters that are relevant to you and the local community. You can sign up at www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.co.uk
7.2 Report from Village Hall Committee - With the Chair of the Village Hall Committee sending her apologies, Cllr Horner updated the Parish Council: The Village Hall has some regular bookings and is therefore receiving funds on a regular basis. The car park is a source of income; however, the car park will need resurfacing in the near future.  There have been previous discussions around the need to fence off the pétanque pitch.  The Parish Clerk will email the Chair of the Village Hall Committee outlining the need to consider the space required around play equipment when installing a fence and request that the Parish Council be involved in future discussions around the installation of any fence.

8.     CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR AND SIGNING OF THEIR DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
           AND AGREEMENT TO ABIDE BY THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT 
           Simon Sterne was co-opted on to the Parish Council and signed the appropriate documentation, before joining the meeting
           as a Parish Councillor. 
– 
9.     MOBILE PHONE SIGNAL/MAST IN THE PARISH – Contact made to North Yorkshire Council with regards to 
           any plans to make improvements to the internet in the Parish for mobile phone usage.  The signal around the Parish is
           rather poor in parts i.e. Nosterfield area. 




10.       FINANCIALS
10.1        The Parish Council approve the bank balance at 31 October, 2025.

	Bank Balances as at 31/10/2025

	NatWest Current a/c - ****4884
	
	£9,972.61

	NatWest Business Reserve a/c - ****2668
	£6,313.43

	TOTAL
	£16,286.04

	Payments to be approved and recorded: 

	Payee
	Details
	

	Tesco
	Memory Stick
	£12.00

	Tesco 
	Printer Paper
	£9.80

	Stainton Construction 
	Grass Cutting
	£384.00

	HMRC 
	PAYE Oct
	£66.00

	West Tanfield WI
	Screen and Projector CIL
	£84.98

	Defib Warehouse
	Defiribulator Battery CIL
	£346.80

	AECarter
	Clerks Expenses Oct
	£65.00

	AECarter
	Clerks Wages Oct
	£263.34

	YLCA 
	Clerks Training Course
	£10.00

	Stereoplast Health Care
	Defiribulator Pads CIL
	£78.00

	Citizens Advice
	Donation 
	£100.00

	TOTAL
	 
	£1,419.92

	
	
	

	Receipts to be recorded: 
	 
	 

	Received From
	Details
	

	Bedale and Villages Community Forum
	Donation towards new swing frame
	£1,500.00

	TOTAL
	 
	£1,500.00



 10.2         No payments made or monies received prior to or at this meeting.
            2024/25  
             10.3       To consider and approve a mid-year monitoring against budget report. It was resolved that the mid-year
                           monitoring against budget be approved. it shows that half-way through the year the Council is under budget
                              in the ordinary expenses, by approx. £6800.  This is due to the payroll charges, donations and hall hire to be 
                              paid early 2026.  However, in the total expenses, the Parish Council has spent £8182.99. Remember the 
                              Parish Council has already spent further CIL funds since Sept 2025. Note: that figures in this document will 
                              change significantly before the end of the financial year on 31/03/26 although the Council should finish the 
                              year slightly under-budget in extraordinary expenses, it will very much depend on the CIL spending or if there 
                              are any unexpected expenses i.e. unexpected repairs to swing parks, or the need to replace the parish laptop. 
                             There could potentially be an underspend in ordinary expenses this year.
             10.4       To consider and approve a mid-year balance analysis report. It was resolved that the mid-year balance 
                           analysis report be approved. The report showed that the Council has unallocated funds of £6760.99 
                           not a healthy financial position, considering there are six months to go. 
      2025/26 Year
10.5        To consider and approve or amend draft budget for 2025/26. It was agreed the draft budget be accepted as 
              proposed.
10.6        To agree the precept requirement for the 2026/27 financial year. It was agreed a precept of £11739 would be
              requested.

11     CONSIDER THE APPOINTMENT OF THE INTERNAL AUDITOR – The Parish Council agreed to appoint
           Hambleton Community Action, based in Northallerton to carry out the internal auditing of the 2025/26 Parish Council 
           Accounts, at a cost of £235.

12.      REQUEST BY MONK FRYSTON PARISH COUNCIL – The Parish Council agreed to send an email to North 
           Yorkshire Council requesting North Yorkshire Council change its Vehicle Activated Signs protocol, to including 
          


           the potential for Speed Indicator Devices trials. Given the potential road safety benefits and community interest there 
           is in the device.

13.    PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
             13.1    The following planning applications were discussed:
                         Planning Application - ZB25/01805/FUL Creating ponds for a BNG Habitat Bank, Land to the south west of 
                         High Haw Leas Farm, West Tanfield.
                         It was agreed the Parish Council had no comments to make.
                         Planning Application – Retrospective change of use of agricultural land to domestic land. Rear and side single 
                         Storey extensions to an existing dwelling and the construction of a detached double garage – Binsoe Cottage,
                         Binsoe, West Tanfield.
                        It was agreed the Parish Council had no comments to make.                       
             13.2    No updates or decisions on applications, appeals and enforcement investigations were received since the last
                    meeting.

14.      CORRESPONDENCE – The Parish Clerk reported on items received in November, 2025, as previously circulated
           to the Chair and Councillors, this included: Yorkshire Local Councils Associations White Rose Newsletters and their
           training programme and discussion forums, a thank you letter from Citizens Advice for the recent donation as well 
           as the following from North Yorkshire Council – Presentations given at the Richmond (Yorks) Parish Liaison Meeting, 
           the consultation on an application for a neighbourhood plan for Beadlam and Newton and Parish Workshops being 
           run by the Highways Section of the Council.
 
15.      DATES FOR 2026 PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS – The dates for the Parish Council meetings to be held in
           2026 were agreed and will be placed on the Parish website and noticeboards.

16.      NEXT MEETINGS - To be held on Wednesday 7 January, 2026, Ordinary Parish Council Meeting, the meeting will 
           commence at 7 pm and be held at the Village Hall, West Tanfield.

17.       ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE NEXT MEETING


Meeting closed at 19:54 hrs.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by Alison E Carter, Clerk to the Parish Council. 

SIGNED:			(Chairman)


DATE:		……………………………………………………………………. 
          
